3D vs. 2D: Impact of Duality on Authenticity of Turkish Theatre

This paper aims to investigate the understanding and use of scenic symbolsin Turkish
performing arts under the influence of the Western theatre. Whereas theatre in the Western
context has 3D nature in born, Turkish traditional performing art forms such as Karagoz,
Ortaoyunu and visual art form, miniature, have 2D nature. This crucial difference has caused an
inevitable conflict between the Western and Turkish performing arts. This conflict could not be
solved without either sacrificing one of them or synthesizing the two, by which they are
respectfully blended into one as a new “authenticity” of Turkish theatre. In the paper, after
exploring briefly Turkish traditional arts in terms of space, the researcher points out the situation
of Turkish theatre in the process of synthesis and determines the impact rate of it on its
“authenticity”. In the last part, a number of Turkish plays staged by Turkish Sate Theatre and
Istanbul Municipality Theatre are examined in terms of scenography as examples of the synthesis
in order to identify the symbols, which are seemingly divided into two subgroups with a bold line
as Western and Eastern. As aresult, Turkish theatre in the Western context is a unique instance
for having been constructing “authenticity” for more than a hundred years.
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